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Professor Pea emerges as a brand-new voice for UK based urban music.
West London born and raised, the rapper and songwriter insists, “It all
happened rather by accident, but | knew that my time at Indiginous Records and

being a label producer, would really help out”.
Pea discovered hip hop at the tender age

of 11 from mixtapes his sisters sent him from London to
Bangladesh. This became the start of what would be his self-
determined, musical life adventure. So instead of studying
for a Genetic Engineering degree at Imperial College of
Science and gﬂogy, he enrolled in a music technology
course at So rk college but soon dropped out to focus
on "proper® studying again. (Economics) Of course he
changed hils mind again and when he was accepted but
wasn't allowed to attend a place for sound and video at the
prestigious Rose Bruford Performing Arts College he
promptly rejoined his music classes again and never looked
back.... “l used to stay in college after classes and attend studio sessions by Paul Soliheen who was
producing for (RIP), who | bumped into a few times and | was also in on the session for

single. | was actually on the hand claps, albeit out of time but Paul kept them
in to teach me about bad timing!"

In 1999, Professor Pea setup a small indig.record label and production house with his younger

brother , dealing mostly in UK reggae an hop.
along with Chris Townsend of the UK reggae group helped make this happen
along with Big Dada artist (Big Dada, ) and reggae producer Delroy
Pinnock with their first 7 inch release, . This is where he developed his
engineering, production, management, design and artist skills. He also did similar work at
and designed for in Kentish town, the temporary
home of . In.fact Pea's production was featured on a single by the legendary South
London MC, Sterﬂl

C}M@ind played on the station in its early days.

-

P CN A TOW.

“Well I quit music several times over the last ten years, always to get on the stralgh
: jﬁtil"l_!llYll

TGET]
mn: Illli(ll

/5" ﬂ One night during a bout of depgéssion | just got
8 into the studio and started rec myself, two

weeks later | had enough songsffor my firs

| played them to my then artist,
producer/reggae/dance inger and
who | was K managing at the
= time. He said half were ¢ and half were
S C ,, ght me howto use the

3



https://www.skiddle.com/news/all/Ty-interview-quotA-Work-of-Heartquot/53806/
https://www.britishhiphop.co.uk/features/interviews/joker-starr.html
https://www.britishhiphop.co.uk/features/interviews/joker-starr.html
https://www.lbhf.gov.uk/celebrating-hf/heritage-trails/black-music-history-trail/peckings-records
https://www.discogs.com/artist/173719-Black-Slate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuPlGudW7VU&ab_channel=progressivepictures
https://downloads.ninjatune.net/artist/lotek-hi-fi
https://www.dubvendor.co.uk/wayne-paul---guns-them-down--dub-indiginous-records-uk-7-16072-p.asp
https://www.discogs.com/label/97815-Banana-Klan?page=1
http://mapstudiocafe.com/
https://www.itch.fm/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUiKSkCyRIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUiKSkCyRIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AkXxI1hf8E&ab_channel=WORLMAGTV
https://www.instagram.com/indiginous.artist.agency.uk

Two years on the Professor talks about having several great
‘Mp\ﬂ““‘““ﬂ!‘ and shows me a stack of photography, artwork and fantastic -
NG “It's all being created in the sweatshops as we speak. Ha-ha, nah | do most of it

with a few elves!”

. § which is definitely four or five good albums.
& He explains he is still recording and has started singing more as well as

" These span from hip hop, metal, dubstep, grime,
mood music, R and B, alternative, deep house and even disco pop.
What can | say, | do love Prince and MJ" says Pea as | roll my
eyes at the sheer number of genres this fella can appear to
handle.

I ask him &‘ve gigs to which responds with a laugh,

‘I had a couple of bands but I'm not famous enough for them to
stick about'@and not get paid. So it’s just good old me until we need
that in the miX."1 did go out for a whole year and performed at loads
of band and music nights to get some practice in London. | actually
started performing in Jamaican pubs so | already had the real vibes test and my first ever live
performance was at the legendary with Roots manuva, Lotek Hi Fiand a gang
of others. Now | love it and it feels so at home. | get nervous as hell and have to pee lots before but
once I'm on stage, | get the crowd going through jokes and banter, and then give them a dope show.
Even if it was one person in the room | gave them what they needed.
; People would ask me to take pics with them and

_’)out my music. | would let them know | was just

practising live work. So that's when | got back in

the studio.

I’'m rehearsing every day for a campaign we are
planning in Autumn along with an

merchandise promotions. We have loads of music,
clothing and accessories”.

Professor Pea has gained a few admirers in the
music industry. 3,

(Damage), (Scissor Sisters/ Wham- George
Michal), (Trevor Nelson), (Warner/I Luv Live)

and (Paul Okenfold) , (LA- Dre Dge), Tobias Perry
(Kool Keith) are a few names that come to mind. Ray Shell %atured ona

song with Pea and guided him for several years as did Rachaeél.

"We have had a few chats and Skinny Jeans has been doing the label ro
They actually loved it and some of the other pop stuff but |
the studio back then. I’'m now performing and connecting {g
people who count. The public have to choose whethe
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mp\a“k‘““i“w Combining healthy measures of
NG

with well thought out and organised lyrics, the Professor delicately whisks

throughout the songs with clarity and wit. The music has an indie feel, though

-g not without sparkles of radio and chart commerciality that span across a

E multitude of meaningful and relevant topics.

§ There are elements of such frolics and hilarious party games, demonstrated

best in “Skinny Jeans”. These songs are weaved in and amongst almost

Dickens’ like portrayals of the denatured life the Professor has felt around him
but like any intensely good book,

the music with stories in words, compel me to keep listening and admiring the frankness of it
all.
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that shows he has a strong appreciation for literature. He describes
himself as bek double his age,

“Owing to the:amount of life | picked up along the way, and that | had to read Dickens when | was ten
and everyone else was reading Roger Red Hat”

Pro Pea articulates effortlessly between songs and takes the listener on a musical jigsaw ride
with an honesty that makes you feel alive and clear.
The pop is exactly what it says on the label. It
makes you wanna get up to dance and sing like
Michael. It is infectious, too, being catchy and very
funny. Full of witty punch lines and terrible pop
hooks, it is exactly what you need before a good
dose of head banging, dubstep reality-checking.

[One minute he will have you think he's this English
“Posh Harry Potter" public schoolboy, rapping
about tea and crumpets or the late Queen, then the
next minute you hear this Essex geezer dropping
vital and enthralling, socially engaging bars for the
masses. This habitual masquerader then suddenly
manoeuvres his voice kaleidoscope of indie

his production to match his eclectic music tastes well. He was clearly raise
with an abundance of around him and has taken influence

sonically inclined to make own, with no stone left untur
hop, rock, dubstep and dance-pop sounds,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUiKSkCyRIs

| ask how he has managed to work so many types of music along with
different styles of performing, almost bordering on being different artists. He
tells me that he is an actor really

sci fi and political correctness gone mad! When I'm super
cheeky and looking for nothing but jokes, | become , like on Council Tax.

I’'m loads more animated and almost cartoon-like. Sometimes | like to get dark and bad minded and
become . He is the one-man gang that can do anything he wants. He is the real Don.

says exactly who | am in the name. You heard of Indiana Jones im sure? but what about
Indian Jones? Exactly. Finally without any funky costumes
you get in the middle, the weird, but cool
kid at school w society, always intelligently breaking
the rules, and passed the classes, | got the glasses
so I'm definitely the Professor. | like to do Pro Pea versus
G.Staxx songs. | have yet to get all of them on the same
tune, I'll kee'p you posted but | think | would end up getting

into a fight with myself if | tried to be them all at once, ha-
ha”

| am curious to know
about the Professors musical background. His choice
of music styles he performs with is varied and almost
avant-garde. He comes across as bold yet timid,
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That was interesting. Personally
i myself, | was an indie kid who then turned to hip hop for ten
W vears believing in nothing else. But | would say my influences
" range from
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- = e Not the firgf tunes she did thoug i
only after she went crazy. | love stand-up comedy too, s my funny maig
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| love the Rat Pack and all that from working in West End theat
Sinatra makes me shed a tear. When he did it his way. I'm just completing

long. Frank

and he's
waiting for me to give him all the files for the new album. I'm late on this project but
the costumes for the videos and press pics are literally Hollywood movie shit. | had a
lot of fun designing them. |love Korn and Radiohead and stuff like that. | have a
thing for metal and alternative music too it seems. The project is very aggressive
and metal heavy with dark and horrendous lyrics. Its an expression of the state of the
world.

I'm and this
music is like a huge long term advert campaign for this clothing
brand. That's the end game anyways. So I've already planned
G.Staxx's mu I retirement and have already gone into softer rock
music with m Mng and less rap with Alex

Feelings and love are missing a lot nowadays. |
have made alet of angry music that can rile up listeners and | want to
give them happier and more positive feelings. Recently I've been
including a lot more love in my singing projects for Ras kass and
myself.

I
think we met somehow though Sadat X and Kool Keith. They
had sangs with all these guys and so did | so we did a 4 track
EP re@em#ly and they will drop it once | have done enough
public work

Pea adds that he is involved with a
commercial music project with Ras Kass who subsequently
got a lot of big names involved. "I'm producing (with my
producer gang) and singing mainly. I'm only rapping on one
; song and we have about 40 plus songs to do and were gonna
choose smgles and opefully have enough for a couple of aloum projects.

And about working with other artists,%
chose?

"Well I've done tune. All the
He produced a tune for me and
Rodney's producer who dig
Wayne Benet, he also did a beat for me but unfortunately
V|deo W|th
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We had emergency footage with Craig G from Nathan's (RIP) C&
was like why am | keeping this great artist here on my sofa waiting to go to
Brixton

| was the corner shop guy and Craig was the
customer. | asked my mates if it was cliche, they said nah its good, you're
Asian and the typical corner store guy. | cussed them all haha. Fuck that
hateful camera man thouah.

That shit hit me a lot but | bounced back once got involved and we now

and others I'm sure. I'm

in the slow progess of editing these videos"
I interject anths‘e Professor if he has had-any training or
formal education with video editing and film.

"I swear | didn't Sign up to be a video editor but this is an ode to KING
C (RIP) and the degree from Rose Bruford that | was never able to
pursue due to low funds. | did a video course years ago with King C at
Southwark college and never turned up and the class was cancelled

- ; due to low turnout. Now after all these years I've
been able to shoot, direct, write and edit what we
need. | just took what | saw in theatre production
and applied it to a video setup.

song. | even set up Indiginous Productions even
as a business but my contractors kept on letting
clients poach them and promoting themselves as
individuals rather than our production team so |

" decided to just do videos for myself after that. But
for now | have a great core team who help with the videos, cameramen, directors etc. | do tend to
write most of the wiWécripts though and let others do their bit.

and you never

saw him without his camera. A real London Hip Hop soldier.
who | all
met studying music at Southwark College too

(@
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Oh, back to features. Well, I'm fortunate to have worked with many of my fa
both music and fashion design.

everything. Oh....
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of us are waiting for him to die to put out his music. That day | said
release before anyone passes away and then Chino passed recently. | was as
shocked as everyone else to be honest. | need to mention that

. I'm doing a of behind the scenes work with and
those projects are pretty cool to work on but it is a lot of work. We have songs with

and other music greats. So I'm super blessed and grateful for all these
experiences. | don’t think it’s the time for me to be making requests but if anyone

is listening, | need to do tunes with Marylin Manson, Britney Spears,
Jessie J haha. | can’t wait to start doing a few covers. | wanna bring
5 Star back and redo the Slightest Touch. Ray Shell actually
wanted me to g write something for Denise Pearson from the
group about t she was on the Voice but politics....she went
with anothermanager or something but it would have been a dream
| never dreqr_ﬁ;ied."

Over the )}ears, Pea had worked with many hip hop, reggae
and folk artists in the studio and on stage using these
opportunities to study everything as he recorded and then
engineered their vocals all night long after they had gone
home; as

he was

fortunate enough to have worked alongside
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¥ e Tk # where during his follow
o AO WAY OUT- BN spotting evenings and matinees, he would sing the Elvis choruses
j "-"-':‘;rﬂf*T;{‘FEXA'“DE.‘t THEGRIAT and freestyle over the verses with another rap partner during the
B R entire show 8 times a week. ~

So there we have it, Professor Pea with his eccentric intergalactic hip hop,
rockers’ pop space adventure, all rolled into a movement of awesome music,
brilliant clothing and tonnes of FUD (food) for your mind, body and soul. This
whole project has been carefully and painstakingly crafted f e
consequential life sequence of the good Professor himself. song bring
the true essence of the artist, in that he delivers critical commentary in
honest and passionate way. He has presented singing and rapping fro
personal space and although sometimes harsh, the stropgablend of vd
alona with twisted, witty lanquage and arran S this

palatable as your mates chicke ala tikka ,when you F\Y f
nd wa ore Professor Pea. I'm left feeling like Oliver Tvgﬁt asking,”-
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m still cur to know

"Hmmm we are gonna need a whole other interview for this.....but let me try to
condense it to five minutes. Ok so......
and have vintage stock and

With so much music it feels like an overload but | a
about the clothing and design side of his work.

nd others.
are amongst some of the Hollywood and fashion elites have also
worn this brand.

Same for

This brand is V’r@re people. One logo focused and solid earthy colours.
Some people c?)"m'pare it to Carhaart. Its kinda work wear. Rugged fabrics and
lots of canvas and cotton.| also manufacture tour merch and recently did

| mentioned already which is more evening or
office wear. There are graphic based pieces but
limited. Here | went for garment design aspects and
generally greys, blacks, navys and whites with
intricate trims. items include suits, formal shirts,
overcoats etc. My metal project G.Staxx is soley for
the promotion of ffiisgbrand and its identity, since it
was created off the"back of this music after a 20
something year old'English youth advised me to.

The last one is . Its mainly
political and social satire in graphic prints but includes all things that Rot The
Brain! Hoodies, tees, caps. Lots of bright colours and its mostly taking the piss.
There are some unigue-tie dye patterns too but | hate doing it by hand. Bleach
is so horrible to work with. This brand is for creatives and bold social bastards
male or female hah%ven N
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You will most definitely come across this artis€$
and fashion pieces in the near future , so don’t
keep your ears wax free and eyes wide open and
support this home grown talent. Professorpea.co.uk
has been launched and you can pick up plenty of
information, artwork, music and artist details here. Sign
up for the mailing list and receive discounts and
exclusive promotions.

https://iwww.instagram.com/professor.pea
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